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INTRODUCTION 

Human rights are categorized into three generations which include the first generation 

consisting of civil and political rights, the second generation comprised of economic, social 

and cultural rights; and the third generation comprised of collective rights.
1
 

In recent years, towns and/or cities around the world especially those found in 

developing countries have been subject to the vast influx of population hailing from the least 

developed areas domiciled by the society. In Tanzania, the situation is blatant in Dar es 

Salaam to where a big number of people living in precarious conditions flee in search of a job. 

As a result, the observation of human rights has become an intricate issue due to the supposed 

overwhelming number of migrants posing pressure over the centres charged with the duty of 

ensuring the prevalence of human rights like the right to health in. This is due to the garbage 

stumbled across in Tanzania’s different metropolitan areas such as Ubungo in Dar es Salaam, 

the garbage that was supposed to have already been dealt with by the responsible authorities.   

 

HYPOTHESES 

Prior to my sojourn in Paris from 2 to 10 July 2017, my thoughts in relation to human rights 

in towns and cities were based on the following notions: 

1. That the plummet in the respect of human rights in the areas is due to the lack of 

enough means allocated to promote the respect and realization of human rights; and 

2. That the citizens’ literacy level has quite an important contribution towards the respect 

and prevalence of human rights in the countries’ urban areas.  

 

  

                                                 
1
 See the reference information on human rights titled “L’évolution des droits de l’homme”, 

http://www.eycb.coe.int/compass/fr/pdf/4_2.pdf visited for the last time on 24 July 2017. 

http://www.eycb.coe.int/compass/fr/pdf/4_2.pdf
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HUMAN RIGHTS IN URBAN AREAS 

My first and remarkable stay in France has utterly provided me with an widened and 

unexpected mindset. I experienced the real touch of one of the most developed countries in 

the world, the country to which my incomparable affection will eternally exist. It is the very 

same country which as I am writing this report, is the world’s tourist attraction second to 

none. 

First Generation Human Rights (Civil and Political Rights) 

In the course of at least seven days of our stay in France, we embarked on the study of human 

rights including civil and political rights which form part and parcel of the first generation 

human rights dating from the 17
th

 and 18
th

 centuries. In respect of these rights, I noticed the 

following developments: 

Freedom of Expression 

 2 July 2017 

It was the first day of my presence in Paris when I met people heading towards la Place de la 

République demonstrating for the liberation of political prisoners. The demonstration was 

conducted on the French Republic’s territory on the 2
nd

 day of July 2017 so as to send a 

strong message expressing the people’s exasperation against the ruling power in Morocco.
2
 

What a fluke seeing the event unfolding in a foreign territory to spark off changes of the status 

quo in Morocco in regard to the freedom of expression! 

The drama shows nothing than the high level of the freedom of expression in France; the 

freedom that in other countries is still nothing than a dream; and which is supposedly far from 

being attained. 

                                                 
2
 In my private time, I discovered that the demonstration was centered on the liberation of Riffian political 

detainees. The demonstration was also against political repression over the Popular Movement in the Rif. Please 

visit https://www.humanite.fr/manifestation-le-2-juillet-place-de-la-bastille-paris-en-soutien-au-mouvement-

rifain-638242 visited for the last time on 12 August 2017. 

https://www.humanite.fr/manifestation-le-2-juillet-place-de-la-bastille-paris-en-soutien-au-mouvement-rifain-638242
https://www.humanite.fr/manifestation-le-2-juillet-place-de-la-bastille-paris-en-soutien-au-mouvement-rifain-638242
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Place de la République to where demonstrators were heading. 

 

 

 

The demonstration orchestrated on 2 July 2017 in support of the liberation of political prisoners. 

Photo: Innocent Willie Mrema (Tanzanian). 
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 3 July 2017 

That day, participants to the LabCitoyen 2017 programme from over forty participating 

countries and reaching a total number of fifty-six individuals were accorded a chance to freely 

introduce themselves together with their respective social involvements in their countries of 

origin. From the introduction, we heard of activists fighting for minority rights such as the 

right to social integration of the deaf. On my side, my involvement as volunteer in the Legal 

and Human Rights Centre in Arusha
3
 featured in the introduction. 

 4 July 2017 

Separated group wise, members of the first group to where I belonged seized the two forums 

put at their disposal to air out their respective viewpoints on a variety of topics brought 

forward by our animators and mentors.  

The first session was characterized by the poping up of improvised issues thanks to the 

presence of the animation guru endowed with a strong thinking capacity. The topics covered 

ranged from commercial to social affairs. 

I was constrained to react to a commercial matter concerning a notebook sold at one million 

euros, the price that I only had to acquiesce in respect of the principle imposed by the 

animator. The stage was therefore mine to express without any restraint my desire for the 

notebook so as to not miss it. The seller of the notebook was Adrian Margolin, a participant to 

the LabCitoyen 2017 programme from Ukraine. 

                                                 
3
 In Swahili, the Centre is known as Kituo cha Sheria na Haki za Binadamu. Prior to being a volunteer thereto, I 

was a translator at the Alliance française of Arusha where with regard to the integrity of its activities, I was also 

a volunteer and intern. 
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On the left: the seller (Ukrainian) bursting with laughter after having stumbled across the buyer (Tanzanian) of the 

notebook. 

 Photo: Ms Isabelle Lefort – mentor (French) 

 

The audience convinced with the buyer’s persuasive arguments on the notebook.  

Photo: Renée Daphna Lellouche Ramos (Peruvian.) 

My arguments on the notebook were based on the fact that I liked its red colour in addition to 

the logo of the Institut français financing its signature project thanks to which I got the chance 

to attend the seminar on human rights in urban areas that was held in Paris.  

On the other hand, Zarina Khachimova who was chosen by the animator to play a different 

role as directed by the animator as he also did to other members present during the session 

rejected the notebook due to its astronomic price. The lady hails from Uzbekistan. 
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On the right is the Uzbek standing with the French animator before airing out her negative utterances against the 

purchase of the notebook. 

Photo: Innocent Willie Mrema (Tanzanian). 

We also grouped ourselves on the same day to discuss several issues concerning urban areas. 

As usual, I was in the first group in which among other things we talked about the factors 

contributing into the influx of people into the urban zone. Each of us got an opportunity to 

give his or her views on the matter.
4
 

Right to Information 

With regard to this right, crucial information going beyond human rights in urban areas was 

unveiled to us. This includes human rights that each and every person has the right to enjoy 

wherever s/he is. 

 3 July 2017 

During the first day of our stay, we had a discussion on population by making a comparison 

between the population in the rural zone and that residing in the urban zone. Moreover, we 

talked of the wave of change in regard to the rate of habitations in rural areas and the rate of 

habitations in urban areas in the span of the recent years, in the present and over the span of 

the years to come. While in 1930s the urbanised population was around 30% of the total 

population, today, we notice that the said population has already crossed the threshold of 

                                                 
4
 For more information on this, see the part centered on the right to education (right to information). 
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50%. In 2050, the urbanised population is expected to be around 70% of the total population. 

The change can precisely be observed in the graph below:  

 

The graph showing the existing variation between urban and rural population.5 

For the purpose of acquiring more information on urban areas, we were again divided into 

three groups so as to embark on a variety of topics. Members of the first group to which I 

always belonged talked about the problems confronted by towns and/or cities. These include 

among others unemployment and poor access to accommodation, electricity and water. 

Further the members discussed and talked about the necessities to be put at the disposal of 

urban areas. The talk was done via the group’s representatives. Other groups discussed on a 

related issue. This include the second group which focused on the inclusivity of towns and 

cities in a way that they have to at least connect themselves by the way of infrastructures to be 

put in place, the infrastructures that can connect different areas of the given city or town; and 

the third group which devoted itself to discuss about inequalities present between different 

areas of the country’s urban areas with the proposed suggestions to counter the said inequality 

such as through government intervention via the regularisation of  taxes and the real estate 

sector in the emerging towns and/or so as to check the exodus of their respective population. 

The following screenshots show the presentation that was done by the three groups through 

their respective representatives to the audience. The presentation based on what was discussed 

by the groups.  

                                                 
5
 The graph has been extracted from the work authored by Michel Lussault titled “La condition urbaine”. 
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Aminata Boré (Malian) talks on behalf of the first group of the problems faced by urban areas. 

A screeshot from the video taken by Géraldine Refareal (Filipino). 

 

Marianela Martinez Buezo (Honduran) speaking on behalf of the first group of the needs of urban areas such as potable 

water, food and electricity. 

A screenshot from the video taken by Géraldine Refareal. 
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Luís Diego Santana Picado (Costa Rican) on the left of each screenshot and her colleague Zarina Khachimova (Uzbek) 

on the right of the screenshots representing the Group no. 2 on the inclusivity of urban areas. 

A screenshot from the video taken by Géraldine Refareal. 

 

 

Niki Georgiou (Greek) on the left of each screenshot and her colleague Héctor Adrián Ramirez Eudave (Mexican) on the 

right of the screenshots talking on behalf of the third group about the existing inequalities in towns and cities and the 

proper ways to curb them. 

A screenshot from the video taken by Géraldine Refareal. 

 4 July 2017 

Several things took place on the day such as the continued dissemination of knowledge on 

urban areas. We were grouped into three groups to discuss various issues. For instance, in the 

first group in which I continued to be a member, we discussed about the OpenDataSoft which 

is by itself a software enterprise designed to collect data from which we can make analysis on 

various issues. During the presentation as a member of the group, we talked about the 

advantages of the relevant enterprises or softwares like the OpenDataSoft in the resolution of 

the current problems such as the challenges faced by hospitals in Burundi and corruption in 

our countries like Irak which is recognized as one of world’s sites where corruption is at a 

very high level. It is therefore thanks to these enterprises and softwares that societal members 

can record what is taking place in their respective communities so as to enable the 



10 

 

government and all other responsible authorities to intervene and solve the identified 

problems. 

We discussed a lot to the point of including the issue of sanitation by reflecting on the garbage 

that one may find in several areas of our towns and cities like Paris. To solve the problem, I 

proposed the adoption of a system quite effective of subjecting everybody including the 

residents of the areas to take sanitary measures like the introduction of strict regulations 

aimed at deterring the tendency. A small town called Moshi which is located in Tanzania was 

taken as a good example with regard to the introduced strict regulations. It is where people 

avoid leaving wastes in public places for fear of being subjected to the payment of onerous 

fines. 

 

Innocent Willie Mrema during the internal presentation of Group no. 1 about sanitation in relation to the OpenDataSoft 

and other relevant softwares designed to solve the problems into which our societies are plunged. 

Photo: Naveed Mustahid Rahman (Bangladeshi). 

With regard to the presentation done by the first group via a Tanzanian and a South Korean, 

challenges hampering urban areas from skyrocketing were put on the spotlight. Among 

others, the challenges included the unwholesomeness of urban areas and the prevalence of 

graft in several developing countries. With regard to insalubrity dogging towns and cities, 

Paris
6
  was taken as an example due to the presence of wastes in several places where I got a 

chance to stroll around while Moshi on the other hand snatched its veneration as one of the 

most clean places in Tanzania due to the regulations put in place by authorities in the area. 

The Iraqi Kurdistan was pointed as one of the places where corruption is at a very high level 

in the oil industry. 

                                                 
6
 The inclusion of Paris as an example has nothing to do with discouraging people from visiting the capital. This 

is only one of the challenges encountered by our towns and cities. Emphasis shall be made on the fact that Paris 

is the City of Light. It is in Paris where the most beautiful avenue of the world can be found. It is for you to go 

and see with your own eyes if you have not yet visited it.  
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To solve the problems haunting our countries with their respective urban areas being 

included, we talked of the obligation to promoting transparency in public affairs, community 

sensitization on what is actually taking place in our countries, political reformation and the 

improvement of the quality of life of the citizens. 

On the side of stakeholders supposed to prevent the situation from worsening and ultimately 

saving our towns and cities from the problems, we included in the list local and national 

authorities, private enterprises, public entities like universities and the residents themselves.  

 

Innocent Willie Mrema (Tanzanian) with Jihyu Hwan (South Korean) during the group’s presentation on the problems 

encumbering urban areas, the solution to the problems and the stakeholders supposed to contribute towards the 

alleviation of the problems.  

Photo: Trésor Tshilumba (Congolese) 

We handed over the baton to another group which in a more or less the same way dealt with 

the topic on urban areas as previously discussed in the course of our sojourn in France. During 

that period of time, the latter group was represented by representatives from Guatemala in 

Latin America and Guinea in Africa. 

 

Irene Maria Amalia Rivera Delgado (Guatemalan) on the left and Simon Pierre Koné (Guinean) on the right during their 

presentation on behalf of their group. 

Photo: Innocent Willie Mrema. 
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 5 July 2017 

That day, we visited the premises of the Grands Voisins well known as the ancient maternity 

of the 14
th

 borough of Paris (14
e
 arrondissement). 

 

The panel indicating the various sites found within the perimeters of the Grands Voisins’ premises. 

Photo: Innocent Willie Mrema. 

 

The plan of the premises of the Grands Voisins 

What we learned there is the intermingling of persons of different life courses and points of 

view.  
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We may be of different life courses and endowed with different viewpoints and yet with the same goal. 

Participants to LabCitoyen 2017 in one of the most notable sites of the Grands Voisins. From left to right by country of 

origin include: Nigeria, Tanzania, Russia, Ukraine and Guinea. 

Photo taken by one of the participants to the programme. 

The premises consist not only of the buildings reserved for people living in fragile conditions 

but also of installations created for the purpose of harbouring inventors of various projects. 

We further learned of the existence of 60% of the French population benefiting from the right 

to social accommodation. We were also informed of the fact that whenever disputes arise, 

their settlement is done by the ministry whose actual location was not far from the site. The 

settlement is therefore not done by a separate body vested with a pertinent jurisdiction to 

resolve the matter.  

After being informed of a lot of activities taking place in the premises such as camping that 

may be done by the visitors. What I boggled at is the project of shutting down the centre. 

Dumbfounded might have also been other participants to the programme. The persons lodged 

in the premises will be relocated to other centres as the centre where they are accommodated 

at the time being only serves them temporarily.  

As usual, we later met and divided ourselves into three groups to reflect on an array of issues 

on urban areas after which the groups had to give their respective feedback. The members of 

the first group discussed about the sharing of urban areas, the subject that we thereafter 

presented via the chosen representatives. In the group, we mainly focused on urban areas with 
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regard to the existing relations between the town and/city dwellers and the hospitality 

presented by towns and cities at the very least. The Projet Crocodiles embodying women 

harassment and sexism to which they are subjected to through comic strips was not left 

behind.
7
 

 

Representatives of the first group standing and carrying their notebooks before the audience. The representatives explain 

the issues discussed in the group. From left to right are Sahand Saro Qadir (Irakian) and Ivan Corneille Magagi 

(Burundian). 

As regards the second group, the success realized by the Foundation Abbé-Pierre with 

reference to the welcoming and lodging of the poor, migrants and refugees featuring in the list 

of the disadvantaged population was also spotlighted. The number of people with no home is 

reckoned at 50,000 individuals. This is according to the data laid forward by representatives 

of the second group. They further submitted the presence of 4 million ill-housed populations 

in addition to the 12 million individuals leaving precariously in different places in France, the 

places that can at any time be raged by severe weather. 

                                                 
7
 A good example is where women in Lebanon are forbidden to mingle in a group of more than three individuals. 

The example was put forward by one of the participants to the programme in the group. 
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Alicia Inés Perez Rodriguez (Mexican) presenting about the Fondation Abbé-Pierre in the name of the second group.  

Photo: Innocent Willie Mrema. 
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Lucas Golignac Lessa (Brazilian) presenting on behalf of Group no. 2 about the Foundation Abbé-Pierre. 

Photo: Innocent Willie Mrema. 

Regarding the third group, propitious ways for the establishment of a system aimed at 

alleviating the differences present between one society and another were aired out. This is so 

as to narrow the gap existing between them, making it easy for equality to be attained among 

members of the societies. The group further talked of the free of movement to people living in 

different towns and/or cities. To make the movement a reality, several measures were 

introduced including the creation of welcoming centres open to migrants coming from other 

nearby towns and/or cities. The other proposal was the introduction of intercultural festivities 

for the integration of the migrants into the community. This is by offering them opportunities 

such as that of making them familiar with the culture of their fellows whose origin can be 

traced from the town and/or city of their destination. In return, the migrants will have a 

chance to expose their culture.
8
 

                                                 
8
 As a result, the towns and/or cities will at time find themselves equal. Likewise, the free movement of people 

will continue to take place.  
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In the evening, we went to La Colonie to watch a documentary called “La Permanence” by 

Alice Diop focusing on the care offered to the sick refuged in France. A doctor interviewing 

them for the proper diagnosis of the illness is observed. This cements on the obligation to 

respecting the dignity of each and every person by virtue of their human nature with no 

consideration being cast on their origin. This is by treating them without discrimination.  

 

Participants to the LabCitoyen programme before the screen watching the documentary together with the clientele and/or 

other visitors to La Colonie.  

Photo: by one of the participants to the programme. 

In addition, we got a chance to hear one of our colleagues by the name of Jhan Darzi about his 

involvements at Baghdad in Iraq as a human rights activist who by then was a physician in 

training at the Yarmouk hospital of Baghdad. From his recitation we learned that among the 

patients he treated were fugitives from the ISIS. 
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Jhan Darzi speaking of his engagements in Baghdad as a physian in training and a human rights activist on the mic with 

a journalist. 

Photo: Innocent Willie Mrema. 

 6 July 2017 

During the day, we rambled across several sites such as the one with communal gardens in the 

Eastern Paris famously known as les jardins partagés in French. We thus learned about the 

importance of the gardens and the cruciality of preserving them by keeping them free from 

wastes to be thrown in the dustbins situated at the entrance. On the outskirts of Paris, we also 

came across the building sheltering the street art of the area among other things.  

  

The first photo on the left shows the communal gardens while the second photo on the right shows the site with the street 

art on its wall. 

Photo:Innocent Willie Mrema. 
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En route to Montreuil, we continued to learn other stuffs such as the notable territories 

separating two places such as outlying boulevards in addition to the necessity of carrying a 

plan of any place one wishes to visit so as not to get lost. Ms Isabelle Lefort carried it to show 

us the location of different nearby places besides the direction of our destination. 

 

En route to Montreuil with Ms Isabelle Lefort surrounded by representatives from Bangladesh, Iraq and Tanzania from 

the left to the right side of the photo. Sitting just aside the Tanzanian representative is the representative of Burundi.  

Photo taken by one of the participants to the programme. 

No sooner had we arrived at Montreuil than we entered into the building where we seized the 

chance to see how journalists worked in their bureau. There was a really impressive 

ambience. We also went to the harbour of history of several parts of the world such as Syria 

ravaged for years by war. In a nutshell, we roved around the premises visiting offices and 

several workshops among other places in the building. 

  

In the premises situated at Montreuil in Seine-Saint-Denis, Île de France. 

Photos taken by  Chiugo Mathilda Aghaji (Nigerian) et Innocent Willie Mrema(Tanzanian). 
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After the visit to Montreuil, a few of us detached from the group and took the direction for the 

National Library of France (the BnF – la Bibliothèque nationale de France), the direction to 

which we passed across the Seine where we took a common photo.  

 

Posing on the bridge crossing the Seine from left to right by country are: Singapore, Costa Rica, Mexico, Peru, Tanzania, 

Sri Lanka, Guatemala, Uzbekistan, Colombia, Ukraine and again Mexico. 

Photo: Ms Isabelle Lefort. 

In the library, we came across highly developed learning infrastructures with panels enriched 

with pedagogical learning material engraved on their respective surfaces among other 

structures including the ear phones positioned near the panels. The latter may offer support to 

the blind for them not to be deprieved of the written knowledge 
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Information panel on which there is the head phone.  

Photo:Innocent Willie Mrema 

 

Innocent Willie Mrema in the part of the library where students and intellectuals follow their personal studies. 

Photo: Brenda Sofia Téllez Torrez (Nicaraguan). 

Thereafter, we got a chance to visite one of a historical place called Les Frigos which is also 

found in the 13
th

 borough (13
e
 arrondissement) of Paris like the National Library of France 

whose activities are however conducted in different areas. The place constitutes of tens of 
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small enterprises, craftsmen and artists whose renowned works proved to be venerable. The 

surprising issue is the fact that the premises sheltering them with their works were in the past 

a grand refrigerated depot of the capital. 

 

Premises of the Frigos in the 13th borough (arrondissement) of Paris. 

In the evening of the same day, the participants to the programme met so as to discuss the 

signature engagements of five participants to LabCitoyen 2017 in the presence of the 

journalists. In alphabetical order, the participants included:  Irene Maria Amalia Rivera 

Delgado from Guatemala, Jhan Darzi
9
 from Irak, Niki Georgiou from Greece, the Indonesian 

Tegar Ramadan and the Congolese Trésor Lubilanji Tshilumba. Regarding the Guinean 

representative Simon Pierre Koné who is the vice-president of the Fédération Guinéenne des 

Associations,
10

 in Guinea-Conakry, it seemed that he had a separate interview with journalists 

believed to be from the Radio France Internationale (RFI). The subject of the interview was 

however not revealed to the participants to the programme soon thereafter. 

 

Simon Pierre Koné (Guinee). Photo: LabCitoyen. 

                                                 
9
 The revered project realized by Jhan the Iraqi has already been discussed on 5 Juily 2017 above. 

10
 In English, the federation may be referred to as the Guinean Federation of Associations, only that I am afraid 

the aforesaid translation is yet to be acknowledged. 
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From left to right; Tegar Ramadan, Vincent Edin (one of the mentors), Trésor Tshilumba, Jhan Darzi, Niki Georgiou  

and Irene Maria. 

Photo: Innocent Willie Mrema. 

While the Congolese is the founder of Inidev International in the Democratic Republic of 

Congo, Tegar Ramadan introduced himself as an activist fighting for minority rights. Among 

other rights, he therefore fights for secularism and gender equality. During our short stay in 

France, Niki was in her legal practice sharpening herself to finally become an advocate. The 

Guatemalan revealed herself as a student in philosophy in Guatemala. 

It was during our return to la Halle Pajol that I was honoured and acknowledged as President 

thanks to my innocence and my eloquence. This is shown in video taken by one of the 

participants to the programme LabCitoyen 2017 at least as a unilateral decision made by him. 

What an honour being equiped with an immediately formed entourage so as to protect and 

guide you as President? May you follow the following link: A Tanzanian acknowledged 

President in France.
11

 

 7 July 2017 

On that day, we went to the OuiShare Fest, which is by itself an international festive event 

with the slotted activities ranging from educational activities to entertainment. Besides the 

participants to the programme LabCitoyen and taking into account the status grasped by 

                                                 
11

 If you fail to follow the link, please type directly the following website onto your browser: 

https://youtu.be/ZW9BD-1J6rg.  

https://youtu.be/ZW9BD-1J6rg
https://youtu.be/ZW9BD-1J6rg
https://youtu.be/ZW9BD-1J6rg
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France as an incomparable world’s tourist destination, attendees to the festivity came from 

different countries in the world of different cultures and languages. A good example consists 

of people hailing from anglophone and lusophone countries. As a result, we enjoyed a lot by 

mixing educational activities and entertainment. Some of the attendees including me went to 

the room were the issue of globalization was discussed in parallel with technological 

advancement in the world. A comical question put forward was about the level of crimes 

committed by the youth, and if it is true that the low level of the committed crimes by the 

European youth is due to the fact they are much focused with their mobile phones compared 

to other stuffs. 

In the same room, we took time to reflect on the issue of identity in Europe after Brexit, the 

topic that spurred the discussion into going further beyond Europe to cover the non European 

countries from where some of the attendees came. 

 

Answers submitted by attendees about their respective identities in the year 2050. 

Photo: Trésor Tshilumba (DR Congo). 

I also participated to Brazilian festivities characterized by the wearing of maquillage and the 

dance to which I was only an observer. From the entertainment, I learned that Brazilians were 

not idle towards in the initiative of spreading their culture in the world. 
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During the Brazilian international festival in Montreuil. 

From left to right by first names are: Marianela (Hondurian), Innocent (Tanzanian), Prosper (Zimbabwean) and Luís 

Diego (Costa Rican) all of whom squatted down. From left to right, those standing included Elodie Vialle (mentor, 

French), Hân (Vietnamian), Rikey (Icelander), Daria (Russian), Cheryl (Singaporean),  Jihyun (South Korean), Simon 

(Guinean), Valeria (Rumanian) and Lucas (Brazilian). 

Photo: taken using the mobile phone of Innocent Willie Mrema. 

 

The OuiShare Fest having already attained its apogee at around 21:33. 
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 9 July 2017 

The day was dedicated to visiting the Palais de Tokyo to see the street art situated in the 

basement thanks to the Lasco Project. There was also a lot of treasures to be discovered in the 

premises apart from the street art. 

 

Right to Justice  

It was the on 4
th

 day of July when we had a moot court conducted by members of the first 

group. In the first moot court presided by a Ukrainian judge called Adrian Margolin, no 

verdict was rendered against the accused (an Iraqi from Iraqi Kurdistan) implicating him in 

the corruption case committed in one of  Ikea’s offices. In the case, the Nigerian lady was the 

prosecutor while the Congolese was the advocate of the Russian man. 

  

During the first moot court session. 

Photo: Innocent Willie Mrema. 
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The second moot court session was presided by an Icelander Judge Gudbjorg Rikey 

Hauksdottir. The plaintiff’s advocate was a Tunisian while the plaintiff herself was a 

Panamian. The defence advocate was a Tanzanian while the defendant was a Lebanese lady 

chosen to play the role as the plaintiff’s husband. The plaintiff accused her husband of having 

beaten her in a public place. Her advocate alleged at the very least that the medical report 

proved the presence of contusions on her body. The defence questioned on the competency of 

the court due to the nature of the issue it entertained, the issue which in itself was matrimonial 

and not a criminal matter. The aforesaid argument was put aside by the judge with no reason 

given supporting to her decision. The defence also questioned on the submitted medical report 

in regard to its credibility. The saga culminated in the acquittal of the defendant (the accused) 

thanks to his Tanzanian advocate who before the verdict added that the defendant might have 

beaten her wife out of love like in Tanzania where there are some tribes whose women wish 

to be battered by their husbands as an affirmative test of love to be expressed by their 

husbands to them. The witnesses present in the case included the Peruvian lady backing the 

defence among others. 

 

During the second moot court. 

Photo: Naveed Mustahid Rahman (Bangladesh). 

Second Generation Human Rights (Economic, Social and Cultural Rights) 

These rights centering on the availability of opportunities, assets and services linked to the 

well-being of people in relation to economic and social issues were also reflected during the 

seminar that took place in Île-de-France. These rights include: 

 Social rights such as the right to education. In France, the prevalence of the 

right can be perceived from the construction of libraries equipped with 

appropriate infrastructures put in place so as to facilitate the learning process 

among students. The National Library of France is a good example put forward 

in the previous pages. 
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 Economic rights like the right to accommodation. From the above, we learn 

that currently, it is the 60% of the French population who profit from the right 

to social accommodation. 

 With respect to cultural rights, the OuiShare Fest which gives the right to 

practise one’s culture can be referred to. We saw that in the festival, much 

emphasis was put on the Brazilian culture.  

Third Generation Human Rights (Collective Rights)  

Good examples regarding this group of rights which continue to evolve in various ways such 

as the signing of international treaties include the right to sustainable development, the right 

to peace and the right to a wholesome environment.
12

 

In France, all the participants were lodged at the youth hostel named l’Auberge de Jeunesse 

Yves Robert situated in Paris. The hostel forms part of la Halle Pajol built in a way that its 

total electrical energy is all generated from the solar energy by 100%. This contributes not 

only to sustainable development but also to a healthy environment. 

 

La Halle Pajol. 

Photo: Innocent Willie Mrema. 

                                                 
12

 Ibid. 
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CONCLUSION 

As regards the education acquired in France and the surrounding environment where I lived, I 

discovered that the respect of human rights in towns and/or cities can well be achieved thanks 

to the presence of propitious infrastructures aimed at ensuring their respect for every person to 

fill as human by being free from any kind of discrimination. That thanks to these 

infrastructures, everybody can enjoy these rights like the right to education to be enjoyed by 

the blind due to the presence of headphones in libraries. 

I also noticed that the literacy level of the population is proportionate to the respect of human 

rights. France is one of the countries with a very high literacy rate. This makes it easy for the 

sensitization of the population regarding their rights to take place and thus ensuring the 

respect of those rights. 

This is to say that I have not been taken aback by the thoughts I had before flying to France. 


