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SPEECH AT MUHAS 

by H.E. Mr Frédéric Clavier 

Ambassador of France 

Wednesday 24 July 2019 

 

 

Mheshimiwa Ummy Mwalimu, Waziri wa Afya, Maendeleo ya Jamii, Jinsia, Wazee na 

Watoto 

Mheshimiwa Makamu wa Chuo, 

Maprofesa, 

Wanafunzi wa Chuo, 

 

Nina furaha kubwa kujumuika na nyinyi leo kusherehekea mahusiano bora ya kidiplomasia 

kati ya Ufaransa na Tanzania, na vile vile, hatua ya leo ya kuendeleza ushirikiano wetu katika 

utekelezaji wa sera zenu za afya. 

 Ninajivunia ushirikiano wa dhati wa nchi yangu katika juhudi zinazofanywa na Rais Magufuli 

kwenye sekta ya afya. Ninajivunia  uhusiano mazuri tuliyonayo na Mheshimiwa Waziri Ummy 

Mwalimu mwenye  nia ya dhati katika kuendeleza hospitali za  umma na kuzijengea uwezo 

wa huduma za afya. Napenda kuthibitisha kwamba Ufaransa inaunga mkono juhudi za 

Tanzania  kwenye sekta  ya afya. 

 

 As you know, France will host the 6th Global Fund Replenishment Conference in Lyon on 

October 10, 2019. The aim of this conference is to gather public and private funding for the 

2020-2022 programming period to fight against major pandemics.  

AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria remain major threats to global health. The mobilization of 

sufficient financial resources is essential to prevent a resurgence of these pandemics and the 

explosion of resistant forms of tuberculosis and malaria. 

President Macron's decision to host this conference reaffirms France's historic commitment 

to global health. 

Since the early 2000s, France has been at the forefront of international mobilization by 

participating in the creation of the Global Fund. France is the second largest donor with a 

contribution of 4.2 billion euros. 

As you know The Global Fund is now active in more than 100 developing countries, including 

Tanzania, accounting for 57% of global malaria funding, 20% for HIV / AIDS, and 65% for TB, 

enabling tremendous progress in access to treatment and prevention against epidemics. In 

Tanzania, France has until today contributed 243M US$ and contributes 75M U$ during the 

implementation period 2018-2020. 
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Madam Minister, 

Since the 2000s, the Tanzanian government has done a remarkable work. I take this 

opportunity to greet the doctors, the professors of medicine, the agents of your Ministry, 

the Health Agents, the community agents, the NGOs who together have succeeded to 

reduce the prevalence of HIV from 9.6% in 2000 to 4.7% today. The role of political 

leadership is fundamental in the AIDS response, as is the importance of policy and legislative 

coherence in the response to HIV and TB. 

Tanzania will take over the presidency of the Southern African Development Community 

(SADC). This is a great opportunity to involve SADC health ministers in developing HIV and TB 

policies in the region. 

Beyond the Global Fund, France is also intervening in bilateral aid through AFD, the French 

Agency for development, by supporting the Aga Khan hospital and will develop a training 

project to fight against cancer. 

France in Tanzania is also a policy of cooperation in the university and research sector. These 

collaborations between French and Tanzanian researchers and doctors enable the 

development of innovative projects and to make Tanzania a pioneering country for example 

on the management of sickle cell disease by creating a unit of bone marrow transplant and 

gene therapy. On this project, exchanges are underway between the Saint Louis hospital in 

Paris and MUHAS and the teams of Pr Elianne Gluckman and Pr Julie Makani. Professor 

Elianne Gluckman performed the first umbilical cord transplant in 1988. With her team, she 

continues today to train doctors in transplantation and has developed an exemplary 

collaboration with Professor Julie Makani's team. I want to greet these two extraordinary 

women! Two examples of women scientists who inspire new generations of students.  

 

This is the reason why France decided to grant two scholarships to allow the continuation of 

their studies to two directors of MUHAS.  Yes we need more women scientists and I take this 

opportunity to recall the commitment of France for the gender equality and to remind that 

the French Embassy has set itself the goal of giving more than 50% of these scholarships to 

young women. 

France has also positioned itself in Europe and worldwide for a new Sustainable Agriculture 

compatible with climate change. Aware of the stakes, ecology is already a priority for 

President Macron's action. This is why, in two years, France has taken strong positions and 

ambitions on this subject to preserve biodiversity. On this subject, MUHAS organized, with 

French research centers CNRS, INRA, University Paris Dauphine, the first international 

conference in Arusha last May on the regulation of pesticides and the ban on the most 

dangerous pesticides. This conference was concluded with a call for action to governments 

and donors on the urgent need to regulate the use of pesticides. I would like to emphasize 
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the innovative nature of these proposals and congratulate the team of Professor Vera Ngowi 

from MUHAS for the organization of this event co-financed by the Embassy of France. 

Students from MUHAS will go to Bordeaux, France in September for a training course on the 

regulation of pesticides and French researchers will come in Tanzania in 2020 to support 

their counterparts. This is the reason why France decided to grant two scholarships to allow 

the continuation of their studies to two directors of MUHAS.   

As you can see, France and Tanzania are developing innovative projects together to move 

the lines globally and on the issue of alternatives to pesticides. 

Thank you for your attention, 

Long live Tanzania, Long live France 


