
Mheshimiwa George SIMBACHAWENE, Waziri wa Nchi,  Ofisi ya Makamu wa Rais, Muungano na  

         Mazingira; 

Mheshimiwa Selemani JAFFO, Waziri wa Nchi, Serikali za Mitaa na Utawala wa Mikoa 

Mstahiki Meya wa Dodoma, Prof. George MWAMFUPE 

Wawakilishi wa Serikali ya Tanzania,  

Wawakilishi kutoka Ufaransa, na Wawakilishi kutoka Sekta za Umma na Sekta Binafsi   

Mkurugenzi wa REPOA na timu nzima,  

Wadau wenzetu wa maendeleo, 

Wageni waalikwa, 

Marafiki kutoka vyombo mbalimbali  vya habari, 

 

------------------ 

Honorable George SIMBACHAWENE, Minister of State, Vice-President's Office, Environment & Union 
Affairs,  
Honorable Selemani JAFFO, Minister of State, President’s Office, Regional Administration and Local Government  
Dear Lord Mayor of Dodoma, Prof Davies George Mwamfupe. 
Dear Representatives of Tanzanian Government,  
Dear Representatives of French and Tanzanian private and public sectors,  
Dear Director of Repoa and his team,  
Fellow Development Partners, 
Invited guests, 
Friends from the Media, 

------------------ 

Habari za Asubuhi! 

Kwanza kabisa napenda kutoa shukrani za dhati kwa Mheshimiwa George Simbachawene, Waziri 

wa Nchi,  Ofisi ya Makamu wa Rais, Muungano na Mazingira  kutenga nafasi kuhudhuria mkutano 

wetu leo. Mheshimiwa Simbachawene, Karibu Sana! 

Vilevile, napenda kuchukua fursa hii kumkaribisha Mheshimiwa Selemani JAFFO, Waziri wa Nchi, 
Ofisi ya Rais, Tawala za Mikoa na Serikali za Mitaa.  Mheshimiwa Jaffo, Asante sana kwa kuja. 
 
Nafarijika kumwona rafiki yangu Mstahiki Mayor wa Jiji la Dodoma Prof. Mwamfupe,  naye 
amekuja kujumuika na sisi leo.  Profesa Karibu sana! 
 
Niseme kwa ujumla, asanteni sana wadau wetu wote mliotupa heshima  kuhudhuria Mkutano huu 
muhimu leo. 
 
--------- 
 
First of all I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Honorable. George Simbachawene, Minister 
of State, Vice-President's Office, Environment and Union Affairs, for finding time to be with us today.  
Hon. Simbachawene, you are most welcome! 

 
I would also like to take this opportunity to welcome Hon. Selemani JAFFO, Minister of State, Local 
Government and Regional Administration. Hon. Jaffo, thank you for coming. 



 
I am also delighted to see my friend the Mayor of Dodoma Prof. Mwamfupe. Welcome Professor! 
 
Let me reiterate my gratitude and my appreciation to  each and every one of you who have found 
time to be with us today.   
 

----------- 
 

I would like to first and foremost to recall President Macron’s speech in Ouagadougou, "Africa, from 

the Lake Chad to the Congo Basin, is at the forefront of the effects of climate change, it can also be 

at the forefront of solutions ". Many African countries are leaders in the field of renewable energies, 

a good example is  Rwanda. Climate and environment are now systematically taken into account in 

development projects led by France: Thus, French Agency for Development invests heavily in the 

field of renewable energies -  In 2018 alone, a total sum of  € 1bn, allocated to finance various 

projects in this sector. 

"Our house is burning and we are looking elsewhere”. These words, pronounced by  the Late French 
President Jacques Chirac during the Earth Summit  2002, remain engraved in history.  
 
Now, President Emmanuel Macron  wants the climate issue to be at the heart of development 
issues. In this aspect, President Macron  and the Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched on 
March 2018 in New Delhi, the International Solar Alliance, whose objective is to massively deploy 
solar energy at an affordable cost thanks to innovative policies and reinforcement partnerships 
with the private sector. Pilot programs have been initiated with Togo, Benin, Burkina Faso, Gabon, 
Mali and Niger. 
 
As announced by the French President, in Ouagadougou in November 2017, France is committed to 
contribute to the development of sustainable cities in Africa. Therefore, it has been decided that 
“Sustainable cities” will be the theme of the next Africa-France summit of Heads of State and 
Heads of Government, which will take place on 4th to 6th June 2020, in Bordeaux (France).  
 
The aim of this summit is to identify solutions and opportunities to develop sustainable cities across 
Africa by giving the floor to African leaders and experts. This will be a concrete and inclusive 
summit, bringing together the public sector, the business community and civil society actors. 
 
In view of this summit, REPOA, The French Development Agency and the French Embassy organize 
today the “First Tanzanian-French Sustainable Cities Day” so as to identify the main challenges and 
opportunities for setting up sustainable cities : the recommendations will be transmitted to the 
French Presidency in order to propose  to the Africa-France Summit, of June 2020. 
 
But why does President Macron target Sustainable Cities as a priority topic for the next Africa-France 
Summit? 
 
Because today, more than half of the world's population lives in urban areas. According to the UN, 

the proportion could rise to two-thirds by 2050. In Africa, the urban population (472 million 

inhabitants today) could double by 2040, according to the World Bank. Thus, the sustainable city 

concept appears as a considerable challenge. 



Africa needs cheaper, better served and more livable cities. In this regard, let me recall SDG 11 

"Sustainable Cities and Communities", which calls for the development of sustainable and inclusive 

cities where everyone can live decently. This requires access to safe and affordable housing, 

essential services (water / sanitation, energy, health ...), efficient, safe and sustainable means of 

transport, green spaces and places of culture, an air of quality, but also by ensuring security, 

particularly against the impact of climate change.  

In East Africa, urban population growth rates will be among the highest in the world by 2050. Over 
the next 15 years, African cities will grow faster than other regions of the world : Dar es Salaam, 
Johannesburg, Cape Town and Luanda are expected to become Africa's first megapolis. 
 
The challenges in terms of equipment, networks and planning are crucial. Moreover, the rural 
exodus of populations leads to a number of difficulties, such as overcrowding and pollution. As you 
may know, rising rural exodus can exacerbate poverty and inequality as people flock to cities 
searching jobs and opportunities, imposing a strain on available services such as water, 
transportation and waste management. 
 
Rapid urbanization, especially in cities in developing countries, poses challenges in the distribution 
of people and resources : as well as land use, leading to inefficient modes of soil exploitation. Cities 
that develop horizontally face increasing urban population growth. These Cities may not be 
sustainable in the long term due to congestion, infrastructure, pollution and social disintegration. 
 
The need for sustainable cities is particularly urgent, as cities produce more than 70% of global 
carbon emissions. The majority of African Cities need a global revamping to become sustainable 
cities, based on comprehensive and effective urban legislation, updated urban planning, as well as 
adequate project financing. These three principles can be levers for transforming cities and human 
settlements into centers offering greater environmental, economic and social sustainability. 
 
But I would like to underline that these challenges are also opportunities to change the narrative 
and think in a different way the Cities in Africa. These challenges can be mitigated through good 
planning, effective implementation of policies, protection of ecologically sensitive areas, urban 
organic agriculture, reforestation and waste treatment associated to renewable energy for example.  
 

In this context, I am quite confident that African countries and Tanzania, in particular, will seize the 

fantastic opportunities to find innovative and sustainable solutions to the benefit of the future 

generations. Taking advantage of so numerous local assets, it seems obvious to begin by fostering 

« green energy » based on renewable sources, developping peri-urban agriculture, modelling rational 

infrastructure with a green mobility and, last but not least, processing water and waste to secure 

basic needs of the population. The New African Cities could be reshaping on a circular economy 

based on innovation. 

Eager to implement successful partnerships, many French companies such as JC Decaux, Engie, 

Schneider Electric, Dassault systèmes, Veolia, Vinci, Total or Aéroport de Paris Ingéniérie, are already 

focusing on energy efficiency, transport optimization, sustainable construction, urban planning, 

water and sanitation treatment or circular economy. Beyond their technical offer, they propose to 

share their expertise and training. Time is ripe now to conceive new solutions by identifying the 

most upstream possible needs for each city. 

------- 



 
Mkutano huu ulioandaliwa leo na wafanyakazi wa Ubalozi wangu wakishirikiana na REPOA, nina 
hakika wadau mliopo hapa mtaweza kutambua changamoto kubwa na fursa  zilizopo kwa ajili ya 
majiji endelevu ya Tanzania. Kama tulivyodhamiria, mapendekezo yatakayotoka kwenye paneli 
tofauti, yatapelekwa kwa wahusika na kujadiliwa kwa kina kwenye Mkutano wa Afrika-Ufaransa, 
huko Bordeaux, Juni 2020. 
 
Ninawashukuru sana kwa umahiri wenu na ninawatakia  mjadala mwema. 
 
Asanteni sana! 
 
------ 
 
Thanks to the event, organized today by the French Embassy (I would like to thank particularly the 
Cooperation and Cultural Department, the Trade Department and AFD) and REPOA, I am quite sure 
that you as the main actors will be able to identify the major challenges and opportunities for 
Tanzanian sustainable cities. As planned, the recommendations, drawn thanks to the different panels, 
will be transmitted to the Africa-France Summit, in Bordeaux, June 2020. 
 
I thank you for your attention and I wish you fruitful discussions and reflections. 
 
 
 


